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Daniel had long been admired in his hometown for his sharp intelligence
and boundless creativity. Teachers praised his essays, classmates sought
his advice, and local competitions rarely challenged him. Yet, despite the
recognition, he often felt restless, aware that his talents were confined to
a narrow circle. He was, in many ways, a big fish in a small pond—
respected, but not truly tested. The real measure of his ability, he
believed, would only come when he stepped into a larger arena,
surrounded by others equally gifted and ambitious. That thought both
excited and unsettled him, but deep down he knew that growth required
risk. To fulfill his potential, he had to leave the comfort of the pond and
swim into the vast ocean.
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